
The Soldier's Tale Music/Drama Unit (Years 5-8) 

Introduction 

This was one of my ways of introducing classes to the music of Stravinsky. The class 
developed the play from the story of Stravinsky’s drama, after first imagining stories inspired 
by some Soldier’s Tale props and titbits of information. The story was divided into small 
scenes, with small groups of students being responsible for different scenes. They worked on 
them individually, and then as a class to work out how best to link them together. The file 
with the script seems to have vanished, but I did have a printed version and have scanned it 
into this post. The asterisks in the script indicate where the sound operator needed to play a 
track from the CD. They selected their own extracts for the dances.  
 

Content Possible Strategies Resources 

Creative 
Writing/Drama 

 Students write and act out stories they write 
based on given stimuli: Igor + picture of him; 
Soldier; Devil; violin. Stravinsky's Soldier's Tale 
as Background 

Pic of Igor 

CD of Soldier's tale 

Learning about 
Music  

 Stravinsky Code 
Stravinsky Code 

Creative music-
making - 
composing and 
performing 

 In groups or individually - compose own 
Soldier/Devil music 

Classroom percussion 
instruments 

Music/ Drama 
performance 

 Tell them real story of the Soldier's Tale - Listen 
to recording 

 Practice  Play adapted from original, 
particularly change-overs from group to group 

 Performance of Play with props to an audience 

Adapted play 

Props for play 

Compilation Tape of 
Stravinsky music for play 

Performance 
Evaluation  

 Class evaluation of own performance and that 
of other groups. Note potential improvements 
for next time 

Evaluation sheets 

Listening/Music 
Appreciation 

 Listening Activity with Devil music Listening Tape and Activity 
Sheets 

Movement/ 
Dance 

 Create Princess and Devil's dances to go with 
Stravinsky's music 

Soldier's Tale CD or tape 

 
 



 
 



 



 


